Two fits of the pairing residual interaction in the rare-earth region are independently performed. One is made on the odd-even staggering of masses by comparing measured and explicitly calculated three-point binding-energy differences centered on odd-even nuclei. Another deals with the moments of inertia of the first 2 + states of well deformed even-even nuclei upon comparing experimental data with the results of Inglis-Belyaev moments (supplemented by a crude estimate of the so-called Thouless-Valatin corrections). The sample includes 24 even-even and 31 odd-mass nuclei selected according to two criteria: they should have good rotor properties and should not correspond to low pairing-correlation regimes in their ground states. Calculations are performed in the self-consistent Hartree-Fock plus BCS framework (implementing a self-consistent blocking in the case of oddmass nuclei). The Skyrme SIII parametrization is used in the particle-hole channel and the fitted quantities are the strengths of |Tz| = 1 proton and neutron seniority residual interactions. As a result the two fits yield sets of strengths in excellent agreement: about 0.1% for the neutron parameters and 0.2% for protons. In contrast when one performs such a fit on odd-even staggering from quantities deduced from BCS gaps or minimal quasiparticle energies in even-even nuclei, as is traditional, one obtains results significantly different from those obtained in the same nuclei by a fit of moments of inertia. As a conclusion, beyond providing a phenomenological tool for microscopic calculations in this region, we have illustrated the proposition made in the seminal paper of Bohr, Mottelson and Pines that moments of inertia and odd-even staggering in selected nuclei were excellent measuring sticks of nuclear pairing correlations. Furthermore we have assessed the validity of our theoretical approach which includes simple yet apparently reasonable assumptions (seniority residual interaction, parametrization of its matrix elements as functions of the nucleon numbers and global Thouless-Valatin renormalisation of Inglis-Belyaev moments of inertia).
Two fits of the pairing residual interaction in the rare-earth region are independently performed. One is made on the odd-even staggering of masses by comparing measured and explicitly calculated three-point binding-energy differences centered on odd-even nuclei. Another deals with the moments of inertia of the first 2 + states of well deformed even-even nuclei upon comparing experimental data with the results of Inglis-Belyaev moments (supplemented by a crude estimate of the so-called Thouless-Valatin corrections). The sample includes 24 even-even and 31 odd-mass nuclei selected according to two criteria: they should have good rotor properties and should not correspond to low pairing-correlation regimes in their ground states. Calculations are performed in the self-consistent Hartree-Fock plus BCS framework (implementing a self-consistent blocking in the case of oddmass nuclei). The Skyrme SIII parametrization is used in the particle-hole channel and the fitted quantities are the strengths of |Tz| = 1 proton and neutron seniority residual interactions. As a result the two fits yield sets of strengths in excellent agreement: about 0.1% for the neutron parameters and 0.2% for protons. In contrast when one performs such a fit on odd-even staggering from quantities deduced from BCS gaps or minimal quasiparticle energies in even-even nuclei, as is traditional, one obtains results significantly different from those obtained in the same nuclei by a fit of moments of inertia. As a conclusion, beyond providing a phenomenological tool for microscopic calculations in this region, we have illustrated the proposition made in the seminal paper of Bohr, Mottelson and Pines that moments of inertia and odd-even staggering in selected nuclei were excellent measuring sticks of nuclear pairing correlations. Furthermore we have assessed the validity of our theoretical approach which includes simple yet apparently reasonable assumptions (seniority residual interaction, parametrization of its matrix elements as functions of the nucleon numbers and global Thouless-Valatin renormalisation of Inglis-Belyaev moments of inertia).
I. INTRODUCTION
Any phenomenological approach of a property of physical interest relies on a safe fitting process of the parameters of the theory which attempts to describe it. To do so, two necessary conditions are required: i) one must choose a quantity to be reproduced which is, to a large extent, solely dependent on the property under study, ii) this quantity should vary with respect to the fitting parameters in a fast monotonic fashion. More precisely the range of the fitted parameters corresponding to the relevant experimental error bars should be considered as being small from the point of view of some other physical considerations.
In this study we want to describe the spectroscopic properties of rare-earth nuclei within a self-consistent BCS-type approach. Taking for granted that we have at our disposal a good effective nucleon-nucleon interaction in the particlehole channel, an important challenge is thus to fit the parameters of the pairing residual interaction. In the rare-earth region, the nuclei are far enough from the N = Z line so that, as well known and easily checked, neutron-proton pairing is inoperative. We will therefore restrict our study to the consideration of neutron-neutron, proton-proton (or |T z | = 1) pairing residual interactions.
This fit will be achieved in two independent ways: reproducing either the odd-even staggering (OES) in groundstate energies, or the moment of inertia of well and rigidly deformed nuclei. It is remarkable that these two properties have been singled out as good indices of pair correlations in the seminal paper of Bohr, Mottelson and Pines [1] on the existence of pair correlated nuclear states analogous to superconducting metallic states. These properties are quoted there after the first evidence which is presented, namely the difference of particle-excitation nuclear spectra between even-even and odd-mass systems. While these differences in nuclear spectra are rather difficult to reproduce theoretically in a systematic fashion, the OES and moments of inertia are now within reach in tractable and reliable calculations and thus well-adapted to a fitting process.
We will demonstrate that the two approaches lead to consistent results, thus substantiating at the same time the theoretical underlying assumptions and their modelisation.
II. PRINCIPLES OF THE FITS
A. Odd-even staggering of binding energies Traditionnally, it has been considered that a theoretical description of pairing-correlation properties should be adjusted in such a way as to reproduce the OES observed in ground-state energies. This energy staggering has been associated approximately with the BCS gap parameter corresponding to the single-particle state of the unpaired nucleon already, as we saw, from the beginning [1] and this is regularly quoted as such in textbooks (see, e.g., [2, 3] ). Fitting the pairing residual interaction parameters has thus consisted in an attempt to reproduce as best as possible in a BCS framework pairing gaps deduced through some finite difference formulae (see below the discussion on how this is achieved) from the consideration of the ground-state binding-energy surface E(N, Z) of nuclei with N neutrons and Z protons (see, e.g., Ref. [4] ). This fitting protocol has been followed also in extensive self-consistent Hartree-Fock plus BCS calculations from their beginning (see Ref. [5] ) and on in many instances as quoted for example in the rewiew paper of Ref. [6] .
Within the BCS framework, we must be more specific. The simplest approach deals with constant pairing matrix elements of the so-called seniority residual interaction
where the labels i and j refer to canonical basis states of the charge state q and v res is the residual interaction operator (as defined, e.g., in Ref. [7] ). Indeed one neglects in that case the state dependence of these matrix elements, with the necessity of an energy cut-off of the otherwise divergent corresponding calculations. As a consequence, this cut-off is a primary parameter of the theory. Once this parameter is fixed, one fits g (q) by equating the corresponding pairing gap ∆ (q) (identical for each canonical basis state of charge q) with some version of the OES energy. Alternatively, one may fit (see, e.g., Ref. [8] ) this OES energy with the minimal quasi-particle (qp) energy in which the single-particle (sp) energy is noted as e i E (q)
where λ (q) is the corresponding chemical potential. One introduces thus a somewhat uncontrollable term (e i − λ (q) ) 2 . A more advanced approach uses a spin-singlet zero-range (delta) local interaction
whereσ i are spin Pauli matrices. In line with the richer structural properties of this interaction, its use in a BCS formalism induces a state dependence of the pairing gaps. As a consequence the question of knowing which sp configuration is to be chosen for the unpaired particle becomes an important issue. Generally, one chooses the one yielding the lowest qp energy, yet sometimes at the price of describing an intrinsic configuration which might be different from the experimental one. These calculations have been generally performed, at least until rather recently, for even-even nuclei. This entails a priori two deficiencies. Whatever the exact definition of the OES energy, one obviously has to deal with odd-neutron or odd-proton nuclei. In these systems the pairing is quenched by the Pauli reduction of available levels onto which the residual interaction can perfom pair transfers. Consequently, the pairing correlations in even-even nuclei, and thus the corresponding gaps, are overestimated with respect to what they are in the adjacent odd systems. The second drawback is related to the mean-field effect affecting the energy differences between two neighbouring nuclei. Indeed the mean field can influence pairing properties by changing the sp level density at the Fermi surface first by polarisation effect. This may lead to different equilibrium deformations. Moreover, the mean field may affect the sp level density as a consequence of the slight breaking of the time-reversal symmetry resulting from an odd number of fermions. In systems with such a number of nucleons the self-consistency of the mean-field removes the Kramers degeneracy of conjugate single-particle states as discussed, e.g., in Refs. [9] [10] [11] .
To minimize the polarisation effect, one must not rely on OES experimental estimates involving too long isotopic or isotonic series, since, particularly in transitional regions, they may involve too large variations of sp level densities. One will thus preferably fit a three-point mass difference formula. As discussed in Refs. [12, 13] such differences ∆ (3) q centered around an odd-neutron (odd-proton resp.) are indeed good markers of the neutron (proton resp.) degree of pairing correlations. They are, to a large extent, free from single-particle filling effects. Indeed, they are given for instance for an isotopic series by
where N is odd and S n (N, Z) is the experimental neutron separation energy of a nucleus composed of N neutrons and Z protons. From the above one sees that centering the binding-energy difference on an odd-N value prevents from unwanted energy jumps in the separation-energy differences caused by the occupation of different sp states for the ejected nucleon.
In an approach where the fit is made on energy gaps (or qp energies), however, one does not evaluate directly observable quantities. In this paper, we compute explicitly OES energies, namely ∆ (3) q differences. This implies computing total ground-state energies of three adjacent nuclei (either isotopes or isotones), specifically two even-even nuclei and one odd-mass nucleus. We perform these calculations within the Hartree-Fock plus BCS framework with self-consistent blocking for odd-mass nuclei. In this approach we take into account time-odd components in the meanfield, when needed. Even though, as above discussed, the ∆ (3) q terms are mostly dependent on pairing properties, we can incorporate in such a way small possible polarisation effects.
B. Moments of inertia of well and rigidly deformed nuclei
As noted in Ref. [1] the quenching of the moments of inertia of well and rigidly deformed even-even nuclei from their rigid-body values constitute a clear manifestation of the existence of pair correlations. It has received a physical explanation in terms of a gradual alignment of the members of the Cooper pairs, dubbed as the Coriolis antipairing effect in Ref. [14] . This effect has been introduced phenomenologically to modify the Inglis formula [15] in Ref. [16] by inserting a pairing gap in the energy denominator. It has found later a sound theoretical basis within the context of a microscopic Routhian approachà la , by Belyaev [18] for rotations in an adiabatic regime. The resulting so-called Inglis-Belyaev formula for the moments of inertia corresponds however to a non-selfconsistent approximation of the adiabatic Time-Dependent Hartree-Fock-Bogolyubov (ATDHF) approach of Baranger and Vénéroni [19] . As discussed in Ref. [20] and more recently in Ref. [21] , it does not take into account the time-odd mean-field part brought in by the time-odd component of the density matrix generated by the collective motion. It has been shown [20] that this omission entails a spurious reduction of the ATDHF moment of inertia estimated on average in Ref. [22] to be approximately equal to 32%. This enhancement of the Inglis-Belyaev moments will be referred to as the Thouless-Valatin correction.
As it has been clear from the first extensive calculations within the Inglis-Belyaev framework (see, e.g., Ref. [23] ) the moments of inertia are strongly dependent on the pairing correlations. Increasing these correlations lead to a fast decrease of these moments through the correlation-generated counter-rotating intrinsic currents. Therefore moments of inertia qualify for the fit considered in this paper.
Specifically we will fit the moment of inertia of the first 2 + states of well and rigidly deformed even-even nuclei in the rare-earth region. The choice of such nuclear states is of course prompted by the necessity to compare the above calculated adiabatic inertia parameters with the nuclear states having the lowest available non-vanishing angular velocity. In order for this comparison to make sense, one should also make sure that the energy of this 2 + state corresponds to a pure rotational excitation mode. This implies that the quantal shape fluctuations around the classical equilibrium deformation are limited so that the description of this nuclear state by a single BCS wavefunction makes some sense. To assess this approximation, microscopically-based Bohr hamiltonian calculations of low-energy spectra have been recently performed in this mass region by Rebhaoui and collaborators [24] . Many rare-earth isotopes are indeed well deformed, having intrinsic charge expectation valuesQ 20 of 7 barns or more, and may be considered as good rotors, with a ratio E 4/2 of the energies of the first 4 + and 2 + states in the 3.3 range. Rebhaoui and collaborators showed that these isotopes do not show any significant coupling of the rotational modes with β or γ vibrational modes in their first 2 + states. As a conclusion, the moment of inertia, being strongly dependent on pairing correlations, satisfies the two criteria for a good fitting process mentioned at the beginning of the introduction.
III. THEORETICAL APPROACH
Our theoretical approach is based on the self-consistent Hartree-Fock-BCS framework yielding an intrinsic state solution for the nuclei of interest. A phenomenological Skyrme effective nucleon-nucleon interaction is used. Axial and intrinsic parity symmetries are assumed.
Calculations of even-even nuclei are performed according to the standard method described in Ref. [25] , while in the case of odd-mass nuclei, two approaches may be considered.
One is dubbed as the self-consistent blocking (SCB) framework. Within this framework the single-particle state occupied by the unpaired nucleon is blocked by setting its occupation probability to 1 while the occupation of its quasi-pair partner (as defined below) is set to 0. These single-particle states do not participate in the BCS pairtransfer process. The time-reversal symmetry breaking inherent to the description of a system with an odd number of fermions is reflected in the Hartree-Fock field by the presence of time-odd terms which are defined within the Skyrme formalism in terms of time-odd densities such as current and spin-vector densities among others (see, e.g., Ref. [26] for details). The two quantum numbers K and π, respectively projection of the total angular momentum on the symmetry z-axis and parity, are taken as those of the experimental I π quantum numbers of the nuclear state which we want to describe. The assimilation of the K quantum number to the total spin I is made here upon assuming the validity of the Bohr-Mottelson Unified Model description of rotational band heads in deformed nuclei in the absence of Coriolis coupling.
Our restricted Bogoliubov qp transformation implies quasi-pairs consisting in couples of almost time-reversed states. These pairs are defined without ambiguity as described, e.g., in Refs. [9, 10] due to the small character of the timereversal symmetry breaking resulting from the odd number of nucleons in such heavy nuclei.
In the second approach, called the equal filling approximation (EFA), one sets the occupation number of the blocked state and its conjugate state to 0.5 and thus re-establishes artificially the time-reversal symmetry (see, e.g., Ref. [27] ). In that case, one performs self-consistent calculations as one would do for the ground-state of an even-even nucleus.
The SIII parametrization [28] of the Skyrme effective interaction has been chosen since it has been reported to yield very good nuclear spectroscopic properties in early self-consistent calculations (see, e.g., Ref. [29, 30] ). It has been shown to meet with a reasonable success in the reproduction of the spin and parity of odd-A nuclei in the systematic study of Ref. [31] . It is still used in recent studies for instance in Refs. [10, [32] [33] [34] .
As already mentioned within our BCS framework, the pairing interaction is approximated using a spin-singlet seniority force. Its matrix elements g (q) for the charge state q are given in terms of a parameter G q and the corresponding number of particles N q , according to a parametrisation introduced in Ref. [8] 
Indeed, since we are dealing with heavy nuclei not too far from the valley of stability, we content ourselves by dealing only with |T z | = 1 pairing. Moreover, we note that there is a priori no reason for the residual interaction to be such that g (n) = g (p) since these matrix elements depend on the corresponding different mean fields. Moreover the truncated single-configuration spaces on which these residual interactions are projected are different and finally, one must account for the Coulomb anti-pairing effect (see, e.g., Ref. [35] ).
When solving the BCS equations, all single-particle states with energies up to 6 MeV above the Fermi level are taken into account with a smoothing factor µ = 0.2 MeV as prescribed in Ref. [36] .
As mentioned earlier, the adiabatic moments of inertia have been evaluated according to the Inglis-Belyaev formula [18] 
In this expression, the first sum runs on all canonical basis states k such that the projection on the symmetry axis K k of their total angular momentum is positive while the sum on the states l is restricted in practice to states such that
The second sum is limited to states k and l such that K k = K l = 1/2. Furthermore in this equation u m and v m are the absolute values of the BCS probability amplitudes for the single-particle state m to be empty or filled, respectively.
IV. SOME ASPECTS OF OUR CALCULATIONS
A. Selection of nuclei to be considered
We have included in our study a total of 24 even-even, 17 odd-neutrons and 14 odd-protons rare-earth nuclei (see Figure 1 ). Most of the selected even-even nuclei fulfill the following condition (see Table I )
whereby E(2 + ) and E(4 + ) are the excitation energies of the first 2 + and 4 + states, respectively. This is meant to limit our sample to well and rigidly deformed nuclei.
It has been shown that the BCS approach is a bad approximation for low pairing-correlation regimes (see, e.g., Ref. [40] ). This is due to the non-conservation of the particle number inherent to the BCS ansatz. Therefore we chose here to consider odd-N (odd-Z resp.) nuclei such that their experimental pairing gap satisfies ∆ n > 0.45 MeV (∆ p > 0.45 MeV resp.). These gaps are defined here as the three-point mass differences centered on a nucleus having an odd number of neutrons given in Eq. (4a) and in a similar fashion for protons.
In what follows we will need to estimate from the data, pairing gaps for even-even nuclei. This will be achieved by taking the average of the ∆ n (∆ p resp.) between the values obtained as above discussed of the two neighbouring odd-N (odd-Z resp.) isotopes (isotones resp.).
The relevance of such energy differences is contingent upon the quality of calculated binding energies for each member of the considered triplet of nuclei, with respect to experimental data. As shown in the Appendix, whereas our calculated binding energies are slightly too low in absolute value (by about 4.5 MeV), such a discrepancy is found to be the same for all nuclei irrespective of the parity of the nucleon number. This provides a much needed necessary condition for the estimate of our OES energies.
B. Some calculational details
The single-particle wave functions of the canonical basis are expanded on the axially-deformed harmonic-oscillator basis states. The expansion is truncated following the prescription of Ref. [25] in terms of the axial and perpendicular harmonic-oscillator quantum numbers n z and n ⊥ as
whereby ω z is the angular frequency in the z-direction chosen as the symmetry axis and ω ⊥ is the oscillator frequency in the perpendicular x − y plane, while ω 3 0 = ω 2 ⊥ ω z defines the associated spherical oscillator frequency ω 0 . In this study we chose N 0 = 14.
The harmonic-oscillator parameters b = (mω 0 )/ (where m is the mean nucleon mass) and q = ω ⊥ /ω z are optimized in order to yield the lowest-energy solution for the ground-state of the 24 even-even rare-earth nuclei.
FIG. 1. The nuclear mass region of interest with a total of 24 even-even, 17 odd-neutron and 14 odd-proton nuclei considered in this study. The ground state experimental quantum numbers I π are displayed (as discussed in the text, they are assumed here to correspond to the K π quantum numbers). Whenever our lowest-energy solutions K π values are inconsistent with the data, two sets of quantum numbers are displayed. In each box the upper panel corresponds to the data, where the use of parenthesis means that these numbers are simply assumed, whereas the lower panel corresponds to our calculated ground state solutions.
The b and q values for odd-mass nuclei considered in our calculations are simply the average of the values for the neighbouring even-even isotopes (isotones resp.) for odd-N (odd-Z resp.) nuclei. Numerical integrations are performed using the Gauss-Hermite quadrature in the z-axis and the Gauss-Laguerre quadrature in the perpendicular plane with 50 and 16 integration points, respectively.
C. Choice of the rare-earth region
As discussed in Section II, the relevance of our fits is contingent upon the condition of considering rigidly deformed nuclei to avoid the bias introduced by quantal shape fluctuations invalidating both the consideration of a single BCS wavefunction as a valuable ground-state description and the pollution of first 2 + energies by non-rotational collective modes. On the other hand one should have at one's disposal an as large as possible sample of nuclei satisfying this condition.
Two nuclear regions are available a priori: the rare-earth and the actinide nuclei. The actinide nuclei stable enough to generate reliable and accurate mass and spectroscopic data is cut-off as well known by their fission instabilities upon increasing the fissility parameter. This leaves the single possibility to consider the rare-earth region. There are 16 even-even isotopes from Z = 62 to Z = 72 which have a ratio of excitation energies of their first 4 + and 2 + states equal to or larger than 3.3. All these nuclei, sharing such good rotational properties, have been included in our sample. They have been complemented by 8 other isoptopes for which this ratio is close to the 3.3 value. of the next column. These experimental data were taken from Ref. [37] while the numbers in parentheses were taken from Ref. [38] . The last two columns are the charge quadrupole moments with experimental values taken from Ref. [39] .
. 
V. RESULTS OF THE FITS A. Fit based on odd-even mass differences
To perform this fit we have computed explicitly the ∆
q values from the energies of Hartree-Fock plus BCS solutions involving the three nuclei belonging to the relevant isotopic (or isotonic) series. These energies are compared with the experimental ones as given in Ref. [41] . For an odd-mass nucleus, the lowest-energy solution is not necessarily obtained by blocking the single-particle state corresponding to experimental nuclear spin and parity quantum numbers. However, as seen in Figure 1 , in most cases (24 out of 31) our calculations yield ground-state spin and parity values consistent with the data. This confirms the good spectroscopic quality of the SIII parametrization as already discussed in Ref. [31] . In view of this, we have consistently considered in our fit the energies of the solutions corresponding to the experimental I π configurations.
The average rms deviations of ∆
n and ∆
p are displayed in Table II on a mesh of relevant (G n , G p ) values. As a first striking result one finds that the quality of the fit for ∆ p on G n ) in the retained range of parameters G n and G p . In other words, one can perform independent fits of ∆ (3) q with respect to G q , provided that one has chosen a value deemed reasonable for the parameter G q associated to the other charge state q.
As a result, it appears that the optimum pairing strengths should be in the vicinity of the G n = 16 MeV and G p = 15 MeV values for which ∆ (3) n is reproduced within 87 keV and ∆ (3) p within 182 keV (see Table II ). To yield a specific set of values for (G n , G p ) we have minimized a χ 2 function combining all odd-A (i.e. odd-N together with odd-Z) calculated results through the expression
where ∆ (th) q,k and ∆ (exp) q,k denote the calculated and experiment odd-even (three-point) energy differences, respectively, of the k th nucleus for the charge state q. The corresponding average rms deviations are displayed in Table III . A polynomial regression of the third order shows that the minimum is located at G n = 16.10 MeV and G p = 14.84 MeV.
There is seemingly some arbitrariness in mixing in a single rms quality indicator, the neutron and proton odd-even mass differences (with relative weights merely fixed by the numbers of considered nuclei which happen in our case to be not too different). This does not turn out to be a problem as demonstrated in the following way. Taking stock of the already noted independence of the fit of G n upon fixing any reasonable value of G p (and conversely for the fit of G p with a reasonable value of G n ) we made a one-dimensional fit of G n with G p = 15 MeV and a one-dimensional fit of G p with G n = 16 MeV. The resulting optimal values of G n (in the first case) and G p (in the second case) were found indeed very close to what has been obtained in the two-dimensional fit. Namely, we found G n (G p = 15) = 16.06 MeV and G p (G n = 15) = 15.08 MeV, which corresponds to the previous values up to 0.25 % for neutrons and 1.2 % for protons.
B. Fit based on moments of inertia
This second fit is performed for all the 24 even-even nuclei in the rare-earth region which are shown in Figure 1 . As mentioned earlier, the moments of inertia calculated according to the Inglis-Belyaev formula [18] are multiplied [22] by a constant α = 1.32 to take into account the so-called Thouless-Valatin corrective terms.
As well known, because of the angular-momentum dependence of the moments of inertia, one has to specify which definition is retained to evaluate them from data. However the differences between various reasonable choices are minimal since we focus here on the first 2 + state. Here we have defined the moment of inertia for the rotational-band state of angular momentum I from the difference between the incoming and outgoing gamma transition energies corresponding to this state. It is proportional to the inverse of the moment of inertia. We have thus compared our adiabatic moments of inertia with where E(2 + ) and E(4 + ) are experimental [41] excitation energies of the first 2 + and 4 + ground-band states, respectively.
The average rms deviations between calculated and experimental values are tabulated in Table IV . Similarly to what has been obtained with the fit based on odd-even mass differences the best values in the considered grid are obtained for G n = 16 MeV and G p = 15 MeV where the rms deviation is found to be 1.75 2 · MeV −1 . We have obtained the optimal values of G n and G p through a cubic polynomial regression approach to obtain G n = 16.27 MeV and G p = 15.26 MeV, which are very close to the values obtained in the previous fit.
C. Pairing strengths derived from BCS calculations on even-even nuclei
As already discussed, in many earlier calculations the seniority force parameters have been fitted from BCS solutions involving merely even-even nuclei. The pairing force intensities have been adjusted so that some calculational results were assimilated with odd-even mass differences extracted from experimental nuclear mass tables (see, e.g., the analysis of Ref. [5] ).
In this paper, we want to perform similar fits for the sake of comparison with these approaches. In our case, these experimental energy differences were obtained for a given even-even nucleus by averaging the quantities ∆ (3) q between the two adjacent odd-N nuclei in the isotopic series for the fit of G n and the two adjacent odd-Z nuclei in the isotonic series for the fit of G p .
We have also mentioned in Section II.A, that two approaches for the fit have been followed. In one case, the pairing strengths have been adjusted so as to reproduce the above data by some appropriate quasi-particle energies E (k) qp (see Eq. 2). In the other case one has fitted directly the BCS pairing gaps ∆ q .
To be consistent with what has been done in Section V.A we have retained the quasi-particle states having the lowest quasi-particle energy for the quantum numbers K π corresponding to the experimental ground state configuration I π . As a result we expect for reasons previously discussed, to obtain fitted pairing strength parameters smaller than what was obtained by explicit calculations of ∆ (3)uantities. The aim of this Section is to estimate to which extent they are underestimated.
In the care where quasi-particle energies are used in the fit, we have obtained the results displayed in Table V for the rms energy differences between calculated and experimental ∆ q calculations, while it is largely quenched for protons. It is to be noted that, while this set of optimal pairing strengths yields a remarkable agreement for odd-neutron gaps as seen in Table V , it is nevertheless inconsistent with the fit based on moment of inertia.
The same type of analysis has been made when the fit is performed on pairing-gap values. The rms deviations obtained for the OES differences are displayed on Table VII while the results of the combined χ 2 analysis are displayed on Table VIII . We obtain the following set of seniority strength parameters: G n = 15.40 MeV and G p = 13.67 MeV. The expected quenching effect on the G q values is present but less important than what was observed when fitting on the quasiparticle energies. This can be understood since we omit in the former case the contribution of the (e k − λ) 2 term present in the latter.
To quantify in a concrete example the consequence of the approximation made by determining pairing strengths from such calculations on even-even nuclei, we have computed the moments of inertia for our sample of 24 even-even nuclei with the seniority-force parameters obtained in the quasiparticle-energy version of our fit. The results are displayed on Table IX . When applying as we should the Thouless-Valatin correction to the Inglis-Belyaev results we TABLE V. Average root mean square deviations between calculated and experimental odd-even mass differences for different sets of pairing strengths based on quasi-particle energies. found as expected a huge overestimation of the moments of inertia. It is a remarkable coincidence that without this necessary correction the results are found in a very good agreement with the data. That could have possibly prevented authors who discarded this correction and made a pairing-strength fit merely on odd-even mass differences out of even-even nuclear solutions from realizing that they were artificially lowering the strength of their pairing residual interaction. This should of course yield important consequences on a further description of other properties affected significantly by the level of pairing correlations.
D. Comparison with similar attempts to fit the pairing residual interaction
It is worth comparing our results with those obtained within the OES protocol in Refs. [42, 43] . In both , one uses a zero-range density-dependent residual interaction to define the pairing part of the Energy Density Functional (EDF). For the particle-hole part in their EDF, the authors of Ref. [42] use the SLy4 parametrization of the Skyrme interaction [44] while those of Ref. [43] start from a previous EDF parametrization, called UNEDF0 [45] to improve it as a UNEDF1 version.
Our comparison will be based on the r.m.s. error (in keV) obtained for neutrons and protons for the three-point energy differences ∆ (3) q . In Ref. [42] , these values are at best, i.e. within the favored Hartree-Fock-Bogoliubov (HFB) plus Lipkin-Nogami approach, about 250 keV for both charge states. The corresponding results in Ref. [43] are 342 keV (350 keV resp.) for neutrons in A 80 nuclei with the UNEDF0 (UNEDF1 resp.) while the corresponding figures are 229 keV (resp. 248 keV). In our approach now, for G n = 16 MeV and G p = 15 MeV, we have obtained 87 keV for neutrons and 182 keV for protons which corresponds to a significant improvement.
Three remarks are in order here. First, the numbers of nuclei included in the sample of both approaches in Refs. [42] and [43] is considerably larger. This does not constitute necessarily a decisive advantage since one should be a priori rather selective in any fitting process. Second on Fig. 7 of Ref. [42] a significant deformation dependence of the r.m.s. error for ∆ (3) n is exhibited. Within the HFB approach (slightly less good than their HFB plus Lipkin Nogami approach) the authors of this paper found that the corresponding r.m.s. error was reduced from 270 keV to 250 keV upon limiting their sampling to nuclei in our region of interest, namely for nuclei whose quadrupole deformation parameter β was found in the 0.2-0.3 range. Finally, in the section VI of Ref. [42] , a suggestive remark has been made about the the intensity of the proton residual interaction.These authors found it larger by about 10% than what is obtained for neutrons. The authors rightfully express that "the Coulomb interaction in the pairing channel [...] would be expected to decrease the strength, not to increase it". It is to be noted that we found the reverse effect (G n significantly larger than G p ) which seems more easily understood.
VI. CONCLUSION
In this paper we have substantiated the statement made in the seminal paper of Bohr, Mottelson and Pines [1] that pairing properties could be very well be assessed by correctly reproducing both the odd-even energy staggering and the moments of inertia of the first members of ground-state rotational band in well-deformed nuclei. As summarized in Table X we found, indeed, an excellent agreement between the outputs of the two independent approaches.
Obtaining this we have also demonstrated that our crude theoretical approach of both properties (limitation to seniority force BCS calculations, global renormalization of moments of inertia due to the Thouless-Valatin corrections as proposed in Ref. [22] , simple parametrization of the particle number dependence of the seniority force strength, for instance) was most probably accurate enough to describe the properties under study.
We have also shown (see Table X ) that widely used fitting protocols of pairing properties from odd-even energy differences deduced merely from solutions for even-even nuclei were by far not appropriate.
Since it is clear that it is simpler to compute moments of inertia in even-even nuclei than to compute explicitly odd-even mass differences, our results could have a real practical impact on the fit of residual interactions.
There are clearly many points that could be improved, among which the use of a seniority force and the particlenumber breaking character of the BCS approximation. Both issues are currently tackled within the so-called Highly Truncated Diagonalization Approach (HTDA) of Ref. [36] where a zero-range delta residual interaction is used within a variational approach on good particle-number trial wavefunctions.
One should thus consider that the main physical motivation of this study is to substantiate the point of principle suggested in Ref. [1] about the relevance of OES energies and moments of inertia to determine the amount of pairing correlations. This point being made we intend to move forward and perform a fit of more sophisticated residual interactions to be used within the HTDA formalism to study spectroscopic properties where an accurate treatment of pairing plays an important role. This is in particular the case when studying high-K isomers where the Pauli blocking effect quenches the pairing correlations in a low regime where the HF+BCS (or HFB for this matter) approximation is known to be unsatisfactory (see e.g., Ref [40] ).
Another deficiency is to be quoted. It has been consistently found here that proton properties were leading to slightly less satisfactory properties than neutron ones. This can be seen in the rms values in various fits or similarly the significantly larger-yet small in absolute terms-differences between the two fits of Section V.A and V.B. This might result from the systematic effect on level density around the Fermi energy of the approximate Slater treatment of the Coulomb exchange term (see e.g. Ref. [11] ). Indeed, the approximate spectra are significantly more compressed than exact ones. This yield in the latter case, upon using the same residual interaction, slightly larger moments of inertia as quantified in the comparison of Table IX . Of course to each Energy Density Functional should correspond a specific fit of the residual interaction and the exact Coulomb exchange calculations have been performed here merely for the sake of illustration of the limit of the EDF in use. It is clear that the numerical results of our present fit are to be used with a SIII Skyrme EDF with Coulomb exchange terms in the Slater approximation.
Having pointed out the various limitations of our current approach, we think it possible nevertheless to conclude that the remarkable agreement between the results of the two fits based on very different physical properties should very likely survive at least qualitatively when attempting similar calculations in most advanced theoretical frameworks.
